Western New England University
Department of Economics
   
Fall 2016-2017

EC106: Poverty and Discrimination

Dr. Karl Petrick                                                                         kpetrick@wne.edu
Office: Emerson Hall 103
Phone: (413) 782-1601

Office hours: Tues 9-12 and Wed 9-11

POLICY ON CELLPHONES:  Don’t use them: i.e. don’t text, certainly don’t call anyone or answer them during class.  You can live without it for an hour and twenty minutes.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Karger, H. and Stoesz, D. (2014) American Social Welfare Policy: A Pluralist Approach, 7th ed. Pearson (plus MySearchLab)

Cypher, J., Larson, R., Reuss, A., & Sturr, C. (eds) (2015) Current Economic Issues, 19th ed. Dollars and Sense/Real World Economics



RECOMMENDED OUTSIDE READING:  

Taking a look at the newspaper daily also strongly recommended.  The Republican is good for coverage of local and state news, and pretty good for national news.  Same with the New York Times and Boston Globe, The Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times, which is also easy to spot because unlike other newspapers it is printed on pink paper.  All have online sites which have greater or lesser access to articles.  The Economist (http://www.economist.com/) is a weekly magazine that covers a lot of national and international issues, and is available in the library.  All of the above (and more) can be accessed digitally through the D’Amour Library website.

Huffington Post is also a good source (and free): http://www.huffingtonpost.com/

Economic Policy Institute: http://www.epi.org/

Demos:  http://www.demos.org/

Brookings Institution: https://www.brookings.edu/

The Center for Economic and Policy Research: http://cepr.net/

Institute for Research on Labor and Employment: http://www.irle.berkeley.edu/

Corporation for Enterprise Development: http://cfed.org/

The WORLD Policy Research Center: http://www.worldpolicycenter.org/

And (much closer to home): The Massachusetts State Treasurer’s Office has an Equal Pay MA website:  http://equalpayma.com/ 


Lecture material and class handouts: The lecture slides will be posted online.  I am always looking for material that will illustrate the topics that we are discussing.  If at all possible, I will post online links to this material.  If I am unable to do that I will hand out hard copies in class.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND CONTENT:

This is an introduction to the economic analysis of the problems of poverty and gender and race discrimination in the United States. Competing analytical perspectives are presented and evaluated. The course covers, among other topics, the analysis of government policies such as income maintenance, minimum wages, Affirmative Action, and education policies.
Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Understand the social, political, and economic forces that shape social welfare policy.
· Analyze the major programs that make up the U.S. welfare state.


COURSE EVALUATION:


1. Attendance (10%).  Attendance will be taken in every class.

2. Homework (25%).  Each chapter will have a series of homework assignments online.  This course uses MySearchLab for homework assignments- if you bought the book through the university bookstore, it should have come with an access code.  If you got the book thorough another source, you can buy access via the Pearson website.  

There are two components in the homework assignments- multiple choice and short answer questions.  You can do the multiple choice questions while you are reading each chapter.  The short answer questions are sometimes a little trickier (sometimes not).  You might want to wait to do those until after we have started to discuss the chapter material, or at least until after you have read the chapter in its entirety.

In both cases, once have completed the questions you need to submit them for grading and email them to me via MySearchLab.  You should also email a copy to yourself.  The multiple choice questions are graded automatically so you will know how you did immediately.  I have to grade the short answer questions after they are submitted.   

There will be deadlines posted for homework submission.  Late submissions are not accepted.    

3. Take-home Exam Questions (65%).  As we go through the class, there will be a series of take-home exam questions.  These are longer essay questions which include material from both course textbooks as well as outside sources.

There will be deadlines posted for exam question submissions.  Late submissions not accepted.
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

It is expected that all written works must be your own.  Anything copied from another source without giving credit to the author is considered plagiarism, and will be dealt with accordingly.  Your exam papers must be properly referenced.  


AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES: 

The College complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Students with special needs should contact the office of Dr. Bonnie Alpert in the Students with Disabilities Center.


EVALUATIONS: 

You will have the opportunity to evaluate this course and me as a professor during the last week of the course.


[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE SCHEDULE:

An Introduction to Macroeconomics (Material: lecture slides and course handouts) 

After that, these are the chapters in Karger and Stoesz that we will be covering in turn:

PART ONE:    AMERICAN SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY

Chapter 1:               Social Policy and the American Welfare State  

Chapter 2:               Social Welfare Policy Research: A Framework for Policy Analysis  

Chapter 3:               Religion and Social Welfare Policy  

Chapter 4:               Discrimination in American Society 

Chapter 5:               Poverty in America 

 

PART TWO:   THE VOLUNTARY AND FOR-PROFIT SOCIAL SECTORS

Chapter 6:               The Voluntary Sector Today  

Chapter 7:               Privatization and Human Service Corporations  

 

PART THREE:            THE GOVERNMENT SECTOR

CHAPTER 8:             The Making of Governmental Policy  

CHAPTER 9:             Tax Policy and Income Distribution  

CHAPTER 10:            Social Insurance Programs  

CHAPTER 11:            Public Assistance Programs  

CHAPTER 12:            The American Health Care System  2

CHAPTER 13:            Mental Health and Substance Abuse Policy  

CHAPTER 14:            Criminal Justice  

CHAPTER 15:            Child Welfare Policy  

CHAPTER 16:            Housing Policies  

CHAPTER 17:            The Politics of Food Policy and Rural Life  

 

PART FOUR:  THE AMERICAN WELFARE STATE IN PERSPECTIVE

CHAPTER 18:            The American Welfare State in International Perspective  


